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Malaysian Foreign Missions should share correct updated information and help
mobilise overseas Malaysians for state elections, says Global Bersih.

Global Bersih is appalled that some Malaysian Foreign Missions (MFM) overseas are still
sharing wrong and outdated information about overseas voting on their websites, even as
registration for overseas voting has been opened yesterday..

Examples of erroneous information shared on websites of Malaysian HIgh Commissions
include the following:
- The High Commission in Wellington (New Zealand) is still sharing outdated

information from GE13 (asking overseas Malaysians to register manually at the MFM
office and receive their ballot papers at the High Commission) and s obsolete
requirements (é.g. need for 30 days presence in Malaysia within five years before the
elections, and the exclusion of Malaysians residing in South Thailand, Singapore,
Brunei, Indonesia and Kalimantan from overseas voting .1

- The website of the High Commission in Canberra (Australia) erroneously informs
overseas Malaysians that the voting age is 21, and that they must travel back to their
constituency in Malaysia to vote.2.

- The website of the High Commission in Muscat states that the voting age is 21 and
that overseas Malaysians can register only at an MFM office to become a voter
whereas registration to vote from overseas is now done online ..3

Many MFMs, such as in Hong Kong, and New York, have no information at all regarding
overseas voting in general or on the upcoming state elections. 

It is unacceptable that MFMs are providing inaccurate or no information on overseas
voting processes given that they are the first point of contact for overseas Malaysians to
obtain reliable information. This misinformation will further confuse the Malaysian
diaspora who is very often forgotten in voter mobilisation efforts.

Global Bersih has been engaging with Wisma Putra since GE14, pushing for MFMs to
take more responsibility in information dissemination and voter mobilisation as part of
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https://www.kln.gov.my/web/omn_muscat/other_information/-/asset_publisher/2TQe/content/soal
an-lazim-faq-mendaftar-sebagai-pengundi-di-luar-negara

2https://www.kln.gov.my/web/aus_canberra/other_information/-/asset_publisher/2TQe/content/re
gistration-of-voters

1https://www.kln.gov.my/web/nzl_wellington/other_information/-/asset_publisher/2TQe/content/p
engundian-pos-di-luar-negara-overseas-postal-voting
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their mandate to support their local overseas Malaysian constituencies. Wisma Putra
should take more initiatives to encourage its network of MFMs to support and mobilise
overseas voters without waiting for directions from the Election Commission.

Our main recommendation is for Wisma Putra to centralise all overseas voting-related
information on its portal, on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs website, which should include
links to the relevant information on the Election Commission's website. Even though
overseas Malaysians still understand and speak the national language, they are not well
versed in the rapid growth of the language in the last years due to not having a chance to
use the language extensively. Therefore, all the information should be in Bahasa
Malaysia(BM) and English to ensure effective messaging. This link should be shared by all
MFMs worldwide on their respective websites, so that all inquiries are directed to the
main information page on Wisma Putra portal. This will help ensure that accurate,
consistent, and updated information is shared without burdening individual MFMs.

Global Bersih also encourages the MFMs to reach out to local Global Bersih chapters in
their host countries which can help identify the needs of overseas Malaysian
communities and assist MFMs in disseminating information among the diaspora through
events, social media, and other communication channels.

Global Bersih also recommends that Wisma Putra should encourage MFMs to :
• Actively inform/remind Malaysians in their host countries of important dates and
deadlines relating to postal voting. 

• Encourage more discussion among the diaspora on electoral matters, e.g., organising or
taking part in events or webinars or taking the opportunity at events/functions to
disseminate information. 

• Take a non-partisan approach to overseas voters' education and information.
• Reach out specifically to overseas Malaysian students by working with JPA and MARA
to ensure that these students are well-informed and mobilised to vote. 

• Create a fear-free positive environment for students to engage in democracy or
voting-related activities.

In keeping with their role to assist Malaysians overseas, we believe that MFMs should
play a pivotal role in helping to ensure overseas Malaysian voters are sufficiently informed
and mobilised to participate in elections through an effective and efficient overseas postal
voting process.

Global Bersih’s full recommendations to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs can be found here.

Global Bersih would like to take this opportunity to urge all overseas Malaysians eligible
to vote in the upcoming state elections to register as overseas postal voters and ensure
that their addresses are up to date. Overseas Malaysians have to re-register as overseas
voters for each election.More detailed information and guidance will be shared by Global
Bersih on its social media channels.

https://www.globalbersih.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Recommendations-for-Wisma-Putra.pdf


Global Bersih is an international non-partisan movement of overseas Malaysians focusing
on electoral reform to advocate for the rights of the Malaysian diaspora.
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