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POSTAL BALLOTS STILL ARRIVING TOO LATE: GLOBAL BERSIH

Experience from the recent Sarawak and Malacca elections show that overseas voters are
still receiving their postal ballots too late to send back their votes in time to be counted,
said Global Bersih. This problem has persisted despite recommendations made by Global
Bersih to the Election Commission further to the difficulties experienced by the diaspora in
GE14.

In the Sarawak elections, Sarawakians living in countries as diverse as South Korea,
Australia, Singapore and Germany reported receiving their ballot papers too late to be
returned before the election date, even when expensive courier services were used.
Several voters only received their ballot papers on the day of - or after - the election date
making it impossible for them to cast their votes in time.

Malaccans living overseas reported similar problems during the Malacca elections in
November, compounded in some cases by difficulties in finding fellow Malaysians where
they are living to witness the ballot.

“The insufficient time for sending back ballots is a crucial problem which prevents many
Malaysians from voting in practice. The Election Commission has been aware of this
problem since GE14, and it is urgent for this to be resolved for future elections, and
especially before GE15,” said a Global Bersih spokesperson.

Global Bersih urges the Election Commission to work with the overseas Malaysian
community to immediately address this issue, and other issues raised in its overseas
voting reform.
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