
MEDIA RELEASE 
Thursday, 26 March 2021 

KEEP TO IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE FOR UNDI 18 
  
Global Bersih condemns the Election Commission’s decision to delay the implementation 
of the Constitution (Amendment) Bill 2019 (¨Undi 18 Bill”) till after September 2022, as 
announced in its press release of 25 March.  
  
The repeated delays in implementing the law call into serious question the government’s 
commitment to fully implement the Undi 18 Bill, despite recent assurances by the Prime 
Minister’s office and the Ministry of Youth and Sports that the timeline for its 
implementation would be maintained. 
  
The reasons given by the Election Commission (EC) for the delay are not convincing and 
undermine the importance of the votes of young Malaysians between the ages of 18-20. 
These reasons are in contradiction to the views of the Parliament, which took the historic 
bi-partisan decision to pass this bill, recognising that the youth of the country have every 
right to shape their future by choosing their leaders through the electoral process. 
Malaysians over 18 have been legally recognised as adults for decades, and the vast 
majority of countries around the world – including most ASEAN countries - have lowered 
the voting age to 18, and in some cases, to 16 or 17.  
  
Undi 18 implementation should be sped up without delay instead of commencing 
concurrently with delayed Automatic Voters Registration. 
  
Global Bersih would like to remind the EC that measures should also be taken to make the 
right to vote effective for the large number of Malaysian students studying overseas[1] who 
will benefit from lowering the voting age. A predictable, accessible, and workable overseas 
voting process, including an improved system for registration as overseas voters, should 
be put into place before the next elections for all Malaysians living abroad, including in 
neighbouring countries. 
  
Global Bersih calls upon the Election Commission and the government to maintain the 
timeline promised for implementation of the Undi 18 Bill, and to take concrete steps to 
make this effective in practice for all young Malaysians, including those living overseas.  
  
  
  
[1]Estimated by the Ministry of Higher Education to be over 70 000 in 2019 : https://www.theedgemarkets.com/content/
a d v e r t i s e / f u l f i l l i n g - y o u r - c h i l d - d r e a m s - o f - s t u d y i n g -
abroad#:~:text=Ministry%20of%20Higher%20Education%20data,Malaysian%20students%20were%20studying%20abro
ad. 
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