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MAKE UNDI 18 EFFECTIVE NOW, YOUTH ARE READY TO VOTE

Global Bersih joins the voices urging the government to immediately gazette the
Constitution (Amendment) Bill 2019 ("Undi 18 Bill’) to make effective the Dewan Rakyat’s
decision to lower the voting age to 18.

The two-year delay in gazetting the law - and recent insinuations by key government
representatives that younger voters are not responsible or knowledgeable enough to vote
— raise doubts about the government’s commitment to fully implement Undi 18 Bill, despite
historic bipartisan support for this.

The youth of the country have every right to shape their future by choosing who they want
to govern the country through the electoral process. Malaysians over 18 have been legally
recognised as adults for decades, and the vast majority of countries around the world —
including most ASEAN countries - have lowered the voting age to 18, and in some cases
to 16 or 17. There is no reason to believe that Malaysians between the ages of 18-21 are
in any way less responsible or less ready to vote than their elders, or their peers in other
countries.

Full implementation of the Undi18 Bill should not be held up on the pretext that automatic
voter registration has to be in place first - this should however be put in practice as soon
as possible. Measures should also be taken to make the right to vote effective for the
large number of Malaysian students studying overseas? who will benefit from the lowering
of the voting age. A predictable, accessible and workable overseas voting process,
including an improved system for registration as overseas voters, should be put into place
before the next elections for all Malaysians living abroad, including in neighbouring
countries.

Global Bersih believes in the importance of non-partisan education on the political
governance system and democratic process for all voters, not just the younger generation.
While more efforts in this area are required for voters of all ages, this cannot be used as a
pretext to deny our younger generation the right to vote and determine the direction of the
country. To ensure better informed voters, transparent and accurate information on key
issues affecting the country should also be accessible on an ongoing basis to all voters.

Global Bersih calls upon the government to make effective the decision of the Dewan
Rakyat to lower the voting age to 18 by immediately gazetting the Undi18 Bill, and by
taking concrete steps to make this effective in practice for all young Malaysians, including
those living overseas.

1 Estimated by the Ministry of Higher Education to be over 70 000 in 2019 : https://www.theedgemarkets.com/content/
advertise/fulfilling-your-child-dreams-of-studying-
abroad#:~:text=Ministry%200f%20Higher%20Education%20data,Malaysian%20students%20were%20studying%20abro
ad.



For further information, please contact

Nirmala.wind@globalbersih.org
10 Rue Dr. Alfred Vincent

1201 Geneva

Switzerland
www.globalbersih.org
facebook.com/GlobalBersih
twitter.com/GlobalBersih



