
 

Press release – 19 September 2015 

MALAYSIA: QUO VADIS? 
A forum on human rights and legislative developments in Malaysia 

The Bersih 4 rally at the end of August saw 500,000 people on the streets in Malaysia and around the 

world to demand institutional reforms in the wake of one of the biggest corruption scandals in the country’s 

history. A number of the rally’s organisers and participants were subsequently investigated under recent 

legislation for “activities detrimental to parliamentary democracy”. 

Since the controversial 2013 general elections – where the coalition in power since 1957 won 60% of 

the seats in Parliament with 47% of the popular vote – Malaysia has seen an uptick in the passage and 

implementation of repressive laws (e.g. the Sedition, Prevention of Terrorism, Peaceful Assembly Acts) as 

well as other actions by the state (and state-linked actors), which raise grave concerns for human rights and 

fundamental liberties. 

These developments are taking place against a backdrop of a flourishing civil society (after a long 

winter of repression), but also strong media censorship (RSF ranking 147/180), weakened institutions and an 

increasingly uncertain economic situation. 

On the occasion of the visit to Paris of  

M. Steven Thiru, President of the Malaysian Bar Council, 
Global Bersih et AlterAsia, with the support of the FIDH and the Paris Bar,  

are pleased to invite you to a forum discussing 

Malaysia: Quo Vadis? 

at the Maison du Barreau de Paris (Salle Monnerville) 

on Friday, 2 October 2015 from 6pm to 8pm 

M. Thiru’s talk will be summarised and contextualised in French by   

Etienne Lesage, member of the Paris Bar Council 

Charis Quay, Global Bersih francophone representative and AlterAsia secretary-general, and 

Daphne d’Hervé, LLB (Cantab.), member of the Bars of Malaysia, and of England and Wales. 

The bilingual (French-English) discussion will be moderated by 

Michelle Kissenkotter, FIDH Head of Asia Desk. 

Please register at contact@globalbersih.org, mentioning your name and organisation. 

Further information AlterAsia, Global Bersih, FIDH, Malaysian Bar, FB event.  

Press contacts Arthur Manet (FIDH): 06 72 28 42 94 / Charis Quay (Global Bersih) : 06 45 20 89 74  

Global Bersih, an association under Swiss law, is the international network and international advocacy arm of 

Bersih 2.0, a coalition of almost a hundred Malaysian NGOs. Global Bersih’s primary purpose is to support 

Malaysian civil society in its efforts to strengthen Malaysia’s maturing democracy. Global Bersih’s international 

advocacy efforts focus on electoral reform, human rights and strengthening institutions. 

AlterAsia is a news website focusing on Southeast Asia: Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Philippines and Singapore. AlterAsia aims to convey non-official perspectives by making civil society voices from 

these countries audible to the Francophone public. To this end, AlterAsia news publishes, on a weekly basis, news 

translated into French from local independent and/or alternative media. 

http://www.alterasia.org/pays/malaisie/
http://www.globalbersih.org/
https://www.fidh.org/La-Federation-internationale-des-ligues-des-droits-de-l-homme/asie/malaisie/
http://www.malaysianbar.org.my/
https://www.facebook.com/events/427717220746147/

